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Australia, organized labour could emerge only in industries
other than agriculture, especially transportation and the
manufactures of the cities and towns. Varied circumstances
here hampered its integration and undermined its strength.
The magnitude of the country has interfered with those
intimate personal relations commonly essential for trade
union growth, and the north-south ties of the trade unions
tend to restrict their national consolidation. Many unions
emerged as branches of larger units in the United States,
subject to perennial direction and influence from across
the frontier. Others in structure and control were purely
Canadian, and thus the Issue of international versus national
unionism caused frequent jurisdictional conflict, weakening
the general movement. Such rifts kept the unions from
possessing one representative council to present their common
views before the government. At least two separate and
rival bodies came to exist, now nearly equal in strength:
the older Trades and Labour Congress and the younger
Canadian Congress of Labour. The Trades and Labour
Congress represents mainly the skilled crafts, and has long
sought to preserve the intimate and traditional links with
American unions. Like the American Federation of Labor,
it is hostile to any direct and unified political action, although
it gives considerable liberty to its individual members in
political decisions. The Canadian Congress of Labour,
which is readier to sponsor direct political action, embraces
more of the new industrial and also of the purely national
unions, and its international units are not so intimately
linked with associates across the frontier.
Trade unionism among the French developed slowly.
On its appearance it was partly diverted by the potent
influence of clerics into Catholic unionism, distinct in
character, unfriendly to the weapon of the strike, and lacking
close institutional links with the secular unionism of the
English-speaking provinces. The church in Quebec sought
to guide labour in the spirit of the papal encyclicals, not
simply because of a jealous regard for its authority, but
because it had always accepted the wordly mission of pre-
serving the cultural identity of French Canada, menaced